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"Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful"  

Hebrews 10:23
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Nga mihi nui ki a koutou,

Welcome to another edition of 
Partners.  It has been a privilege for us to 
continue to serve the Lord as Evangelists, 
equipping and inspiring Christians to 
overcome their fear and reach out to the 
ones that the Lord has placed in their 
lives. 

Over the last month, I've had the privilege 
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of being involved in encouraging and equipping over 70 people 
in evangelism.  One young adult said, "I no longer want to let fear 
stop me.  I now feel equipped and empowered to help my friends 
understand who Jesus is."

Matthew 28:19-20 reminds us of our urgent task, "Go, therefore, 
into all the world and make disciples."  The verb in the verse is to 
make disciples.  The word 'Go' is not a verb but a noun so it gives 
the idea that whatever we are doing in our lives making disciples 
is part of it.  As we are working we should be making disciples; as 
we are socializing, again, the idea is that in that we are to make 
disciples.  

The need to make disciples in our communities is greater than 
ever before.  N.Z. has approximately one million children 
between the age of 0-15 and it's estimated that only 100 000 of 
these kids have some connection with the church.  That means 9 
out of 10 kiwi kids have no contact with the gospel.  6 out of 10 
teenagers have been diagnosed with some form of mental-illness. 
Two teenagers succeed in committing suicide each day.   

Despite the challenges the command stays the same, 'therefore, 
as you live your life make disciples'.  While we do this we need to 
remember that Jesus is the one with all authority, we are under his 
authority and are empowered by it.   

My prayer is that as you read this you would be encouraged to 
continue to make disciples yourself and to partner with us as we 
seek to raise up a new generation of evangelists in Aotearoa.

Mahitahi i te hauhake
Jeremy Dempsey



The rest of the country doesn’t want us to come and visit, however, in 
the reprieve between lockdowns we had the opportunity for ministry.

We conducted a children’s programme in New Lynn.  Part of the 
programme is a memory verse. We divided the kids into groups, gave 
them some alphabet soup and started the race. Lew had the great joy 
of leading three boys to faith in Christ. One Jordanian, one Korean and 
one Philippino. This shows the ‘new normal’ in Auckland. We are defi nitely 

During lockdown I, Paul, was in regular contact with a number of 
ex-prisoners via phone, trying to encourage them and point them to 
good online ministries.  I also began to write a booklet about 

“False Gospels”.  My concern is that this simple and yet profound 
message is not being preached for a number of reasons. One of these is that it’s 
being confused with discipleship or various “life improvement” teachings. Not 
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multi-cultural.

Lockdown isn’t all bad news. We have made signifi cant progress on the 
Great News series of small books, and it is a good chance to do some study, 
preach on Zoom, and plan. I am currently working on a book asking older 
people to re-examine their faith, in that some of the issues that caused them 
to leave it are gone. We are also looking at a mentoring book for follow-up 
of new believers called ‘Second Life’. The plan is to organise mentors for 
these men who have come to know Christ and need encouragement and 
accountability. We see this as particularly relevant in prison outreach where 
many men come to Christ but struggle when released.

Thanks for your prayers, encouragement and support. 
- Robert and Lew in Auckland.
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Lew Meyer & Robert Siakimotu

Paul Tabrum
that the Christian’s life is not improved as it will be as Christ is allowed His rightful Lordship, or that 
discipleship is not the end goal, but the Gospel of Christ is not about a repaired life, but a saved life, 
redeemed, reconciled, rescued, restored and renewed and that by God’s grace alone through faith alone 
in Christ alone. The one common fatal error in all false messages is the addition of man’s efforts.
The day before lockdown started I picked up my two most recent booklets from the printers. “Home 
invasion” and “Religion.” Since we’ve been back in prison I’ve had 
some encouragement from some of the prisoners especially with 
the “Home Invasion” booklet.
The time away from the prison did not shut out the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. Four men made decisions for Christ in 
the fi rst two weeks of our return. This year there have been 22
decisions including these four. The discipleship work is going quite 
well in prison but for some of the men who’ve been out for some 
time, I‘ve either lost contact with them or they’re struggling due to 
personal circumstances, however, three of these men are now in 
church fellowships which is excellent.
I’ve had opportunity to preach at four churches over the last 
month and a bit and have also had an opening to help with 
a “Christianity Explored” course along with my own home 
fellowship's youth program.
-Paul Tabrum



Due to Covid 19 my part-time job at Tamaki Maori village was terminated, 
because of a lack of tourists. But once again The Father knows what He is 
doing.  An opportunity arose to sit in a primary industry class with a group 
of other students to learn about our primary industry in N.Z. This created 
multiple opportunities to share the message of Jesus and pray with 
other students on nearly a daily basis. This highlighted again to me that God 
opens up the right door at just the right time.

I have also been involved in an evangelism seminar with nine other 

After missing April, we ran our regular holiday program at 
Riverbend Bible Church with a record attendance of 65 kids some 
days. As well as sharing the gospel with the children over the 

mornings, we spent time in training and team-building with the half 
dozen young leaders each afternoon. There was good feedback from 
families and thoughtful questions about spiritual things from the 
young ones.

Shane enjoys helping with kids and youth programs most weeks. 
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Vicki & Gary Scoggins

Gareth Cross, Maria Henderson 
& Shane Louie

It’s been good to have some new ones attending, especially more girls at the high school to 
counter-balance the rowdy boys!

Most Saturdays, and during the week, Maria has been out with the sketchboard, using puzzles or 
questions as an interactive tool to bridge to the 
gospel. I have been very encouraged to see several 
people join in, eager to share the gospel and be part of the team.

One day we were planning to pack up around 2 pm because of 
the cold wintry weather, but then a woman came past to talk. 
Before she left, a young lady from a nearby shop, who had been 
watching us,  came over hoping we would still be there after she 
fi nished work. She shared how she had grown up with Christian 
parents but had gone astray into drugs and the occult. However, 
because of the pandemic, she was re-thinking her life and had 
turned back to God. I had the privilege of sharing the gospel in 
depth with her to help her understand more.

- Maria, Shane & Gareth

Christian's, seeking to inspire and resource them in the work of the Kingdom.  My main ministry 
highlight was preaching at a Malayalam speaking Brethren church. I went away from that night in 
a very encouraged state of mind. There are also three families that I have been seeking to disciple 
though this lockdown period. Some of this was done on the phone as well as several visits when the 
lockdown was eased.

 We are about to embark on the next chapter in our lives. Our home is on the market and we will be 
moving back to the Manawatu to be closer to family and to assist with the OAC work in that region. 
Please continue to pray for us as we take this next step of faith in our walk with Him.

Pray for Saptak, a North Indian man with a desire to hear the Good news of 
Jesus. I set up my gospel chart and spoke to him about Jesus in the shop 
where he worked. He was the owner of the shop and it was very quiet at the 
time. He was very excited to hear about the message of the gospel. When 
we were fi nished he took a picture of the two of us in front of the Flip chart 
(see attached photo). Saptak is close to responding to the truth of God's 
Message.

- Gary Scoggins



MANAWATU

Jeremy and Shane have been making semi-regular visits with me. This has 
been helpful, particularly with helping me get a better understanding of 
making teaching material applicable and relevant. Shane and I have had a few 

opportunities to use the big fl ip-chart in town as well as 1-on-1 opportunities. 
Last month Shane spoke with a homeless man named Ryan.  We met him again 
this month again and furthered our conversation to learn more about him. He 
has a good understanding of the Christian faith, and is likely a Christian already. 

I am leading the facilitation of Christianity Explored at our church and that is 
going well. One Catholic woman has started to realise that there are differences. 

Looking back over the last 6 weeks, we have had a lot of great 
opportunities to share the gospel.

I (Marty), spoke at C.D.N. kids camp with 78 kids on camp. The theme 
was God the Father. I had a chat with one girl who had never met her father. 
We sang the Lord's Prayer and one of the memory verses was John 14v6, 
Jesus said, I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the FATHER, 
except through me. 27 children responded to the invitation to follow Jesus. 

Tania, Roy and Marty did a programme at Redwood school to help kick start 
their after school programme after lockdown. We taught from our National 
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Roy Ouwerkerk, Marty Scheib & 
Tania Payton

Anthem and Roy shared the gospel using the line from the last verse, "working out thy glorious plan." We 
offered gospel booklets to any who wanted them and quite a few came and asked for them.

Tania has started up her Jump Start kids club on Friday evenings at Wairakei Road Bible church. She, along 
with Roy, did some visiting in the area to advertise the kids club 
and connect with locals. They had a great opportunity to share the 
gospel with a Japanese lady and a few new kids came from those 
visits. 

Two weekends ago I, Marty, took Sue over to the west coast, we 
had a day exploring Karamea. On Sunday I led the service at 
Granity church, we had a great time of fellowship after the 
service that lasted as long as the service did. In the afternoon I 
spoke at the Messy Church service at Westport Anglican church 
where there were about 50 in attendance, mostly kids. I think they 
liked my puppet friend Kiwi the penguin.  He helped me share a 
message about the armour of God in Ephesians 6. 

We thank you for your support and encouragement.

- Marty, Roy & Tania

Evan Kangisher

This doesn’t seem to be easy for her.

Another couple of opportunities I am looking into is the 
possible facilitation of a Sunday service at Manawatu 
Prison with the long-term goal for a more regular Bible study. It’s 
early days yet in the exploration. I am also hoping to do 
a Christmas presentation at our children’s school at their 
assembly which I need to get approval from the school board 
for.

Boys Rally at our Church has been developing. Gareth, 
Jeremy, and Shane have had some involvement in how the 
Rally has taken shape and have added some really useful ideas 
and structure. Please pray for these opportunities

 - Evan Kangisher (trainee)
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Evan Kangisher



IIhad a tremendous opportunity to train the staff and volunteers of Affi rming Works, a faith-based 
organisation here in Auckland over the past 6-7 weeks. The fi rst two sessions were focusing on 
Biblical truths specifi cally from the New Testament. The 20 people that attended the fi rst sessions 

received the training very well and a number of them shared during the evaluation time that they were 
challenged and encouraged by what they learnt and how the Biblical truths and principles that were 
taught related well to the work that they were doing with the families in the community in South Auckland.

The next two sessions of the training are focusing on discovering, developing and 
deploying our spiritual gifts for the purpose of serving the church and blessing the people who are 
outside the church. I started the second session of training on Monday 10th of August and the 
fi nal session on the 24th of August. It is exciting to provide training for these folks because they are 
working with some of the needy people in our community here in South Auckland. The 
founders and leaders of the organisation shared how encouraged they were to see the personal and 
spiritual growth of their staff and volunteers revealed through the way they work and the way they 
minister to the young people and families that they are helping. It is a blessing to work alongside these guys.

- Robert Siakimotu 
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Four Community Chaplain Training Days have been held 
since we came out of lockdown. These were in Auckland, 
Wellington, Whangarei and Rotorua. In total we had 32 

trainees and 9 of these have completed their applications 
to be become Community Chaplains. The necessary police 
and reference checks take several weeks but we now have 7 
people whose applications are going ahead.

The trainees come from a wide range of ages and ethnicities, denominations and Christian experience, 
but they all have a warm heart for people and a passion to share Jesus with the lost people around them. 
It is always a delight to meet these lovely people, hear their stories and be assistance to them in their 
journey to become a Community Chaplain.  

Corriena, a Community Chaplain in Auckland refl ects:  "My mandate is Isaiah 61:1-3 and my 
goal is to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the best way I possibly can. I am passionate about 
people and love to see lives transformed. I felt led to pursue chaplaincy since 2015 but didn’t get to 
it till 2019 when I came across Community Chaplains NZ and applied to be a community chaplain. 
During the lockdown earlier this year I made my details available online so people could connect 
despite the social distancing, at other times I visit the local shops and cafes which are great places to have 
conversations."

- Angela Meyer

Saying Goodbye
John Laing, (Nelson) has faithfully served as an OAC Evangelist for over 20 years.  
Completing his School of Evangelism in 1998 he served in Christchurch, Palmerston 
North, Dunedin and Nelson.  John's love for the Lord and his relentless commitment to 
helping children and adults understand the gospel has been inspiring to many.  John 
has moved on to work with Assist Ministries continuing as an evangelist in Nelson.  Al-
though we are saying goodbye to John he is and will always be part of the OAC family.  
All the best John, we look forward to working with you again in the future.

Gareth Cross, (Hawkes Bay) is returning to Australia. He left Ozzie for our shores 10 years 
ago to be equipped as an evangelist.  His passion for the gospel and his ability to teach 
the Scriptures has been a great blessing to many in N.Z.  Gareth will be missed.  Please 
pray for the Lord's guidance as he returns home.  He desires to continue to serve the 
Lord as an evangelist.  We also hope to have him back as a lecturer at our School of 
Evangelism.

We would also like to acknowledge Ramsey Southward. Ramsey has acted as the 
National Secretary for OAC Ministries National Council for many years.  He has 
served faithfully and his passion for detail has served the team well. His diligence 
and commitment have been admirable and he has kept the organisation 'on track' 
from an administrative and legal capacity.  We wish you well, Ramsey.

https://www.communitychaplains.org.nz/about/https://www.communitychaplains.org.nz/about/
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EVANGELISM CONFERENCE 2020
On the fourth of August this year, just over 30 people descended upon On the fourth of August this year, just over 30 people descended upon 
Forest Lakes Camp in Otaki for a week of encouragement, fellowship Forest Lakes Camp in Otaki for a week of encouragement, fellowship 
and inspiration.  During the week we heard from a variety of speakers and inspiration.  During the week we heard from a variety of speakers 
from different ministries.  It was amazing how these different messages from different ministries.  It was amazing how these different messages 
each tied into the other to encourage and spur us on to know who we are each tied into the other to encourage and spur us on to know who we are 
in Christ and to share Him with those who have yet to meet Him.in Christ and to share Him with those who have yet to meet Him.

The main aim of the conference was to provide a place where The main aim of the conference was to provide a place where 
evangelists around the country could commune together and encourage evangelists around the country could commune together and encourage 
one another.  Evangelism can be a lonely endeavour at times and so we one another.  Evangelism can be a lonely endeavour at times and so we 
wanted to bring these precious souls together so they could gain that wanted to bring these precious souls together so they could gain that 
sense of community with other like-minded people.sense of community with other like-minded people.

On Monday night a group arrived from Tokoroa expressing their On Monday night a group arrived from Tokoroa expressing their 
joy in being able to come.  They were so thrilled that a conference joy in being able to come.  They were so thrilled that a conference 
purely with the goal of evangelism was happening 'fi nally'.  Young and purely with the goal of evangelism was happening 'fi nally'.  Young and 
old arrived and very quickly they felt at home with each other.  One lady old arrived and very quickly they felt at home with each other.  One lady 
shared that she felt accepted for who she was in this group which was shared that she felt accepted for who she was in this group which was 
not a common feeling for her.  I overheard conversations where men and not a common feeling for her.  I overheard conversations where men and 
women shared their evangelism techniques and encouraged one women shared their evangelism techniques and encouraged one 
another with new ideas and methods.  Others shared their musical gifts another with new ideas and methods.  Others shared their musical gifts 
during worship and testimonies of how God has impacted their lives.during worship and testimonies of how God has impacted their lives.

On Wednesday we had some fun fellowship playing laser tag and got On Wednesday we had some fun fellowship playing laser tag and got 
some exercise running around the camp.  Thursday saw the team head some exercise running around the camp.  Thursday saw the team head 
out for outreach in Otaki and another team in Wellington.  Friday was a out for outreach in Otaki and another team in Wellington.  Friday was a 
fi nal farewell with hugs all around and an expectation for 2021.  fi nal farewell with hugs all around and an expectation for 2021.  

This conference would not be what it was without each one that This conference would not be what it was without each one that 
attended, thank you!attended, thank you!
- Vicki-Lee Dempsey- Vicki-Lee Dempsey

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please email me with "STOP NEWSLETTER' in the subject line.
national@oac.org.nz

Eternal Investment Opportunities
If you would like to support an OAC Evangelist, the work in a particular region or OAC 
Nationally then check out how below!
Online Giving
This can be done via our website  www.oac.org.nz  for one-off donations or for setting up automatic payments. 
Click on the DONATE button and scroll down for the method of donation you prefer.  

Cheque – post any cheques  to 
OAC Ministries
PO Box 13050, Mahora, Hastings 4155    
with the completed giving form included in this newsletter.


